Today we vow to press on with this vital work. On the day he signed the National Environmental Policy Act,
President Nixon said the 1970s “must be the years when America pays its debt to the past by reclaiming the
purity of its air, its waters, and our living environment.” Today I say the 1990s must be the years when we not
only pay our debt to the past, but also fulfill our obligation to protect this earthly home for generations yet
unborn.

To heighten public awareness of the need for active participation in the protection of the environment and to
promote the formation of an international alliance that responds to global environmental concerns, the
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 159, has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim
Sunday, April 22, 1990, as Earth Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities designed to promote greater understanding of ecological
issues. I also ask the American people to rededicate themselves—in their practices as consumers and
citizens—to protecting the environment.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of January, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and ninety, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
fourteenth.
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